[Pulmonary manifestations associated with immunosuppressive treatments used in transplantation and autoimmune diseases].
Immunosuppressive agents may cause a number of adverse events and lead to an increased susceptibility to infections. In addition, these agents may increase the risk to develop malignancies. The two immunosuppressive agents that are more frequently responsible for interstitial lung disease (ILD) are methotrexate and sirolimus. Although immunosuppressants expose to an increased risk to develop pyogenic bacterial infections, the major risk in these patients is associated with opportunistic infections, mainly in patients treated with ciclosporin, tacrolimus, sirolimus or combined therapy. Bronchoscopy and bronchoalveolar lavage are mandatory in this setting in order to make a microbiological and/or pathological diagnosis and adapt treatment.